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Abstract

This research aimed to study the characteristics and transportation potentials of Thai-Lao check
point border trade in Nan province. There were two areas, which in this study: Baan Mai Chai Dan in Song
Khwae district and Baan Huai Sataeng in Thung Chang District. The populations consisted of three groups of
local people including: community leaders, salespersons/facilitators and buyers/users and purposive sapling
as well as stratified random sampling were used. Data were collected by structured interviews, and non-
participant observations. In the part of transportation potentials, traffic volume and the physical conditions of
roads were used as the data. The findings showed that the important characteristics of Baan Mia Chai Dan
were for trading in locality in which local products could be merchandised and traded among people in the
area and those who crossed the border for consumption and commerce. On the other hand, Baan Huai
Sataeng had the important characteristics of a public health area in which patients were transferred to and

from the hospitals. The characteristics of Thai-Lao check point border were considered by the transportation
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factors of which now the level of service has been at the excellent level even though the pavements should

have been improved and maintained in good condition.

Keywords: Thai-Lao check point border trade, characteristics, potential, transportation, Nan province
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