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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study history of buildings and value of
Sim (Buddhist holy temple) to community by exploring architectural styles of Sim, and
to analyze the area for designing Sim’s interior utility space in terms of types of
religious rites performed by Buddhist monks. This research studied 3 places; Sim of
Khok Phra Temple, Chakkarat District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, Sim of Sakae
Temple, Phuttasong District and Sim of Lak Sila Temple, Ban Mai Chaiyaphot District,
Buriram Province. Those were created by local artisans” wisdom which was associated
with natural environment, social context, culture and economy. Having been analyzed
with data of Thai monk’s figure at percentiles 95, it was found that monk’s seat space
of Benjangkapradit prostration (prostration in which the head, hands and feet touch
the ground) with the width of 800 mm., the length of 1,067.5 mm., Hattabas space
(limited space between each monk) of 500 mm. made a seat for one monk which was
approximately 1.38 m’ with the width of 1,300 mm. and the length of 1,067.5 mm. for
one monk or 1.794 m” for one monk (+ circulation 30%). When considering the
Buddhist canon in terms of Sima (boundary marker) for Buddhist monks performing
religious rites, Sima must be marked. The simulation of Sima was not allowed to be
too small to fit 21 monks. This represented that the interior area of Sim must be bigger
with 38 m” of utility space for 21 monks. The research found that the interior area of

the Sim of Sakae Temple was sufficient for relative performing religious rites.

Keywords: Architecture, Vernacular architecture, Sim, Buddhist Holy Temples,

local wisdom
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